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Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

Celebrating 12 years of Tutoring Children 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 PLAN TO ENJOY LUNCH OR DINNER AT THE LEGACY 
RESTAURANT AT NANCY LOPEZ COUNTRY CLUB TO 

BENEFIT TUTORS for KIDS ON JULY 12TH 
 

Knights of Columbus, Council 13300 
Fund Raiser Event 

  
 “For our charity to receive a donation, you must write 

“K of C” at the top of the bill which you will leave with 

your server.  100% of the donation goes to support  our 
charity.   
 
Phone-in orders or dine-in reservations can be made by 
calling 352-430-3200.   It’s best to make reservations 

for dinner.  If you dine-in, please write “KofC” on the 

receipt so we can receive the donation.   
You can also make online orders for pick up or delivery.  
Please use this link to make online orders:   
 

https://www.legacyrestaurant.com If you make 

an online order, ensure you add “KofC” to the 

comments area. 
 

 
BONUS:  There will be a donation jar at the front of the 
restaurant.  If you make a monetary donation, you will 
receive a $10 off discount voucher for meals at Havana, 
Legacy and Prima Italian Steakhouse Restaurants du-
ring your next visit. 
 
Come have a delicious lunch or dinner and help sup-
port TUTORS for KIDS.   
 

 

Many Tutors Needed – 
By Frank Russo 
 
What is the number of ‘how many’ tutors” is needed?  
This can be calculated by looking at our pre-Covid19 pandem-
ic figures. Before the schools closed in March of 2020, Tutors 
for Kids had over 525 tutors working in 12 schools and tutored 
more than 2, 500 students each week. Most schools finally re-
opened for tutoring in January of 2022. For the prior 5 months 
there were mixed messages from the various  
county school boards and schools about ‘when’ or ‘if’ volun-
teers would be let back into the schools. As a result, when the 
‘all clear’ and please ‘come back’ calls were issued very few of 
our tutors were able to respond. About 80 tutors went back to 
the classroom. In prior years when we averaged out our num-
bers each tutor usually worked with 4 students per session. 
So, in this past year, a fast math calculation gives us 320 stu-
dents tutored each week. So, we need 445 tutors to get back 
to pre-pandemic levels. And the additional tragedy that these 
numbers tell us is that 2100+ children did not receive  
tutoring.  
Can you or your friends/neighbors help these 2100+ children 
with a little of your time each week?  Call our number if you 
can at 352-568-5843 or go to our website at   
Tutors For Kids – Seniors Volunteering Tutoring Services in 
Central Florida (tutors4kids.org)  
(To get to the site put your cursor on the line above, hold the 
‘ctrl ‘key down on your  
keyboard, and click with your mouse) 
  
 Look for the ‘tab’ at the top called “’tutor Information” and then 
“Select a Tutor’. Fill in the form and at the bottom click the Or-
ange Send box. You will be contacted. 
 
In Summary: 
Call 352-568-5843 to volunteer or 
Go to tutors4kids.org and follow the directions  
  

              Tutors needed for the  
              Fall School Opening  
Do you remember before the pandemic in the Spring of 2020, 
Tutors for kids had over 500 tutors working in twelve schools 
where we tutored about 2500 students each week?  
And then came to pandemic causing school to be done re-
motely, if at all. So, two years have gone by where schools 
have tried heroically to return to some sense of normality, We 
know that many of the students that we were tutoring were 1 – 
2 years behind in their grade levels. This did not improve 
‘magically’ over the past two years. So, 2,500 students still 
need your help and more. You and your neighbors/friends can 
help immensely. Spread the word: Tutoring is a place where 
you can help bring about big changes in a student’s life. 

REMEMBER– Tutors for Kids needs tutors.  Talk it up amongst 

your friends and aquaintences. 

https://www.legacyrestaurant.com


Celebrating "Books for the 
Break" 

At the close of this school year volunteer tutors gave brand new 

books to every student in the classes where they tutor. Books dis-

tributed this year were funded by grants from The Duke Energy 

Foundation, the Wilma B. Hogan Foundation of Altrusa Interna-

tional, Tampa and gifts of generous donors throughout the year 

and to our TfK Giving Tuesday Campaign.  

Why does Tutors for Kids buy books? 
By Sandy Lynch 

After 6 sessions with a tutor, each student is given a book 
geared to his/her reading ability and interest.  At the end of 
the fall and spring semester, every student in the class is 
given a book.  Many of these children do not have books at 
home, or see their parents read for fun. Children are more 
likely to succeed in school when books are seen as a part of 
their lives outside school. 

Where does the money for these books come from?  

The money is supplied to TFK by generous corporate do-

nators such as the DUKE ENERGY FOUNDA-
TION and THE WILMA B. HOGAN FOUNDA-
TION / ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL OF 
TAMPA, and fund raising events like The Villages

Pops concert, and individual donors.  

Who buys them? 

Each school with tutors has a 
School Book Coordinator (SBC) whose job it is to buy 
appealing books.  Our SBCs primarily order from First 
Book, an organization whose books are supplied by 
publishers' overstocks; Disney, Random House, and 
others.  Some titles ordered by the box are free for 
only the shipping cost.  Other books are ordered indi-
vidually for half the cost or less of the publisher's 
price.  The books available vary through the 
year.  The SBC must constantly check what is availa-
ble.  Other sources are Books by the Bushel, which 
operates similar to First Book, or unorthodox places 
like Ollies - Good Stuff Cheap! 

Each SBC tries to find books of interest to chil-
dren.  Pokémon is always popular, as are the Frozen 
series, Peppa Pig and Olivia. Nonfiction books about 
snakes and dolphins are interesting. So are unicorns, 
baseball, and basketball books.  

How request a book? 

Every school has a book room or book closet stocked 
with books. The availability of the book room may 
vary. The SBC or Tutor coordinator can tell you 
where it is. 

How can tutors tell their SBC what books their stu-
dents want? 

Each book room should have a place for Tutors to 
write their children's requests.  If not, write a note on 
the book checkout sheet. This does not mean the 
request can be filled quickly. It depends on the books 
donated by the publisher or what's at Ollies. And we 

are always looking for books about unicorns!

Where are these 

books? 

Every school has a book 

room or book closet 

stocked with books. The 

availability or the book 

room may vary. The SBC or Tutor coordinator can tell 

you where it is for their school. 

"Reading should not be presented to children as 

a chore, a duty. It should be offered as a gift." – 

Kate DiCamillo  

WANTED TUTORS to help grade school children learn. 

Tutors are not there to do a student’s homework, but ra-

ther to inspire and guide a student to become a better 

learner. We can not reach every student, but you might be 

the one to help inspire a child. 

Call 352-568-5843 or go online to tutors4kids.org to sign 

up to tutor this fall.  



Phone:  352-568-5843 

Web: 

 www.tutorsforkidsinc.org 

     Email:  tutors@tutors4kids.org 
     Address:  2518 Burnsed Blvd, Suite 339 

     The Villages, FL  32163 

Amazon Smile:   

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-481558 

Generous Donors 

Amazon Smile Contributes to Tutors for Kids 

Amazon Smile continues to fund Tutors for Kids based on 

your purchases through the Amazon Smile website when you 

place your order. You will pay no more than on the regular 

Amazon website but Amazon, through its foundation, will 

contribute to Tutors for Kids. Thank you for using Amazon 

Smile to make your purchases.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-481558 

HOW DO YOUR STUDENTS FEEL? 
By Frank Russo 

How do I feel and how do the students feel? - If you have tu-
tored during the past year or in prior years and the year is fin-
ished you do a fast look at “How did I do at tutoring?” If it is 
your first year and you were not a teacher in your professional 
life, you probably had mixed feelings about ‘how you did’. 
But did you ever wonder about your students?   What were 
they thinking? I often wondered about that very question. So 
after the first two years of tutoring, I started asking students 
how they felt.  And after 11 years of tutoring I would like to 
share some observations about students and some actual 
quotes  from some students. 
Usually in Grade K you will get 100 hugs from students. 
They love to have you there. They have yet to understand the 
academic meaning of school. They are willing to do anything 
you ask but when they think that it is getting a little hard to do, 
they will start asking questions like: “Is it time for lunch, re-
cess, bathroom, coloring, nap, etc.?”.  
Grade One is a little different. They too love to ‘hug’. They 
love to have you come in and will work with you as long as it 
is not too hard, and they can have fun. So you will be 
challenged to be creative but not  overbearing. You have 
probably heard them say: “I like school”. “I like having fun”. 
Grade Two is the beginning of academic awaking. I have 
usually found that students know they are not as ‘smart’ as 
some other kids and would like to be ‘just like them’. Usually, I 
would ask my students what they would need to do to be ‘just 
like them’. 
Grade Three is the real awaking to reality. “I will never be any 
good at this”. The words: “I can’t” keep coming up. They 
realize for the first time that they are really behind in reading, 
or math, or both. The subject matter is much harder in third 
grade and the number of chapters, intensity, and questions 
that need answering at the end of each chapter are greater in 
number and difficulty. So you will hear “I can’t” a lot. 
Grade Four really starts the great ‘divide’. Students now 
know that they are a year or two behind in their reading or 
math, or again, both.  They do not know how they can ‘catch 
up’ and some start to feel totally lost and almost ‘don’t care’. 
You will find yourself giving plenty of pep talks. Watch they will 
start making friends with other students who ‘can’t’. 
Grade Five starts to solidify the ‘great divide’. Most students 
understand the value of education and even if they are strug-
gling to keep up, they never stop trying. But those who have 
solidified their place in the “I can’t do this” group have now 
found others who are of like mind. And halfway through the 
year the like-minded have become ‘best friends forever’. So, a 
tutor will have those that are struggling and will not give up 
and will take our help. But from time-to-time students who are 
part of the “I can’t do this group” will start rejecting any help. 
Grades Six, Seven, and Eight continue the pattern. Obvi-
ously, the degree of difficulty in each subject  continues at an 
accelerated pace. Students are always strug-gling to keep up 
but the tragedy is greater  for those in the “I can’t group” They 
usually start changing their focus in middle sc hool.  

         (Continued  next column) 

The “I can’t do this” starts to change to “I can’t take it any-
more”. Unfortunately, this attitude set the stage for a high 
school ‘dropout’ So what can a tutor do with the “I can’t” 
mentality?  In the earlier grades you can force a change of 
direction. Never accept “I can’t” from your student. Always 
change the wording and the attitude, for example: I can’t 
YET”. That why you have a tutor. This change has to start 
back in the early grades, even in kindergarten.  You as the 
tutor can help them. Sometimes this is a ‘tough sell’. But it is 
better to have this battle early in their school life rather than 
letting it become a life ending event in later years. 

http://www.tutorsforkidsinc.org
mailto:tutors@tutors4kids.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-481558
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598

