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Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating 12 years of Tutoring Children 
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Sorry this newsletter is late.  Hopefully 

next month, the newsletter, will be on 

time. 

TUTORS FOR KIDS, INC. 

Volunteers in our community schools 

November 30, 2021, ……Tutor$ for Kid$ Tue$day 

If you have already donated, thank you so much for supporting the 

postage for the books our tutors give to their students. If you intend 

to donate today: thank you for going to www.tutors4kids.org, press 

the DONATE button and follow the easy directions. Or if you 

chose to donate by check, send your tax-deductible donation to  

Tutors for Kids, Inc. 

2518 Burnsed Blvd, Suite 339

The Villages, FL 32163 We are so grateful for your support of 

Tutors for Kids, our tutors, and their students.

Frank Russo    Carolyn Ruhe 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT                                                    

     Carolyn Ruhe 

My background is varied –actually, my first career 
was as a high school teacher – starting in a small 
town in Vermont and continuing to schools in Western Massachu-
setts. Then wanting the lights of the big city, I moved to Boston to 
work in a business environment and enroll in graduate school.  

Before retiring in 2000 (the first time), my final position was as Vice 
President of Finance and Administration at a nonprofit research and 
education institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts, so, my education 
passion came full circle. 

Having moved to Florida in 2000, my retirement was short-lived, a 
year later, I became a health plan consultant at a large consulting 
firm in Orlando – where I worked with my client’s health insurance 
plans – and one of my roles was training new consultants – coming 
full circle again. 

In 2009, having retired again, I found a wonderful educational op-
portunity - to volunteer in a local elementary school in Marion 
County – and the rest is history. Six volunteers grew to over 500; we 
became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 2012; COVID sidelined us for a 
while – but I am optimistic that we will bounce back. 

My tutoring experience has been mostly in grades 3 and 4 – I love 
this age because I can talk, motivate, and reason with them while 
trying to improve their critical thinking skills!!  

As one of the founders of Tutors for Kids, I am thrilled and honored 
to be surrounded by so many dedicated, skilled, and professional 
volunteers who give freely of their time and talents to help grow and 
sustain this great organization.  Thank you!! Carolyn Ruhe 

Happy Thanksgiving 
– Each year our Thanksgiving article has talked about all the things
for which we offer thanks. This year is going to be a little different. 
We are thankful for all we have, but many of us have been through 
some difficult times. Sickness, especially all versions of  Covid –
19, loss of jobs, closing of schools, overburdened health care peo-
ple and systems, the physical and psychological impacts, have 
made all of us more conscious of the challenges facing many. As 
we express our thanks, hopefully we can find ways to share with 
those who are struggling.   

We Are Back –

By now you have heard that all three counties are welcoming 
Tutors for Kids  back into the schools. Each school may have 
different start times for volunteers. For example, Belleview 
Elementary in Marion County wants its volunteers to start on 
January 4. Other schools want tutors as soon as possible. Your 
STCs should contact you about your school’s  
start time and any conditions imposed by the school or the 
county. 

The Tutors for Kids Board of Directors passed a series of arti-
cles as a guideline for our return to the schools. They are as 
follows:· 

Tutors are strongly urged to be fully vaccinated. 
·  
Tutors are strongly urged to wear masks when in the class-
room.  
·  
Tutors are strongly urged to not go to the schools if experienc-
ing any suspected COVID symptoms. 
·  
Tutors are strongly urged to only tutor students that are wear-
ing masks.  (Unfortunately this  article was passed and con-
flicts with the Governor’s objection to students being required 
to wear masks so schools are not enforcing masks and have 
announced that volunteers are not allowed to require students 
to wear masks).  So, in conclusion, thank you to those tutors 

who are returning. Be patient. Go with the flow. Stay 
Safe. 

http://www.tutors4kids.org


Amazon Smile Contributes to Tutors for Kids 

Amazon Smile continues to fund Tutors for Kids based on 

your purchases through the Amazon Smile website when 

you place your order. You will pay no more than on the reg-

ular Amazon website but Amazon, through its foundation, 

will make a contribution to Tutors for Kids. Thank you for 

using Amazon Smile to make your purchases.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598

 Think of Amazon Smile for your 

Holiday shopping 

Needed School Tutor Coordinator –  
Last month we asked for an STC to Help 
at our Village Elementary School on Roll-
ing Acres. Fortunately, one of our tutors 
who did not feel comfortable going into 
the classroom just yet volunteered.  

Thank you Janet Ferrovecchio 

Tutors for Kids is still in need of a 
School Tutor Coordinator (STC).  
There is an opening for  

School Tutor Coordinator at Leesburg Elementary School
involving Grades K, 1, and 2   
This is a perfect opportunity for a person who is not ready 
to re-turn to the classroom as a tutor but would still like to 
volunteer with Tutors for Kids. All responsibilities as an 
STC could be done remotely from your home with the aid 
of your computer. If there was a need to go to the school, 
which is unlikely, it could be done after school class hours.  
For more information or with questions please email:  
frank@tutorsforkidsinc.org 

Thank You to The Knights of Columbus (13300), 
Rotary, Noon, and Soul Mates for their substantial contri-
bution to Tutors for Kids. Now that we are returning to the class-
rooms these contributions will 
help many students get the 
precious books to take home!!  

Tutoring Math 
by Frank Russo 

Over the last few months, we have been talking about English 
Language Arts; specifically, tutoring reading and answering ques-
tions. As we begin to discuss ‘tutoring math’ - strange as it may 
seem, we must discuss reading. Why reading in ‘math’?  Two rea-
sons come to mind.  First, if a student is struggling with reading, 
they will not be able to read the math questions.  Secondly, since 
much of math starting in the first grade and continuing into high 
school is about ‘narrative math’ (more on that later). There are 
math stories to figure out and then the student must develop a 
math problem from the story.  So being able to read  the story is an 
absolute ‘must’!  Where do I start?  

First check to see if the student has a reading problem. You can do 
this in a couple of ways. Here is one way to check:  Have a student 
try to read a math narrative (story) and the questions. If your stu-
dent struggles in reading both, you will know that your student has 
a reading problem.  But what about the math? Does my student 
have a math problem as well?   Here is one way to  
check:  Look at your student’s lesson book and find a problem 
with a question. Read it to your  student – do not have your student 
read it.    Determine if your student can do the math  
problem that is contained in the story. If your student can do the 
math, then reading is a problem. If your student cannot do the 
math and could not do the reading, then you have two  
problems to address.  To address two problems, you will need 
some time to talk to the teacher about getting the student some 
tutoring help in reading. In the meantime, you will have to help 
your student in the reading part of math. 

Just like in reading, math students learn differently. In reading, 
there are students who need to  visualize everything. They need to 
see the word, print it, hear it, say it, use it in a sentence, etc.  
In math, your student will probably need to use all of these reading 
skills and more.  What is the ‘more’ in math? The ‘more’ usually 
contains several items. You need to start one of  
these ‘mores’ in Grade K and One. The first ‘more’ is neatness. 
Some students print their words in different size letters and scrawl 
their letters across the page. This doesn’t work in math.  
Imagine numbers scrawled across a page in multiplication or long 
division?  A second part of the ‘math mores’ is using large size 
graph paper to have student keep their numbers lined up in col-
umns. If you do not have graph paper take you lined paper and 
turn it on its side. Your student should keep their numbers neatly 
in each column? Yes, this works in the upper grades as well.  Your 
student needs to become comfortable in columns. Remember, only 
let your student put one number in each column. For example, 
numbers 0 through 9 require one column. Numbers 10 through 99 
require two columns. Numbers 100 through 999 require 3 col-
umns, etc. This methodology will help your student to understand 
the math concept of the ‘one column’, the tens  column, the hun-
dreds column, the thousand column, etc. Again, this approach will 
be worth  millions when it comes to fourth grade multiplication 
and fifth grade long division,  You have heard much about the 
‘old’ math and the ‘new’ math.   Next month we will try to make  
some sense out of these terms. For now, remember all the ‘old 
math’ must be understood  before a student gets introduced to the 
‘new math’. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598


Wanted— 

The newsletter would love to publish stories and happen-

ings of your tutoring memories.  Since we are not in the 

classroom yet, think about some funny experiences and/

or suggestions to make us all better tutors.  Send any ar-

ticles to me at news@tutors4kids.org before the 15th of 

each month.  Thank you in advance. 

We have a new email for the newsletter.  You can 

send me articles to include in the newsletter, ques-

tions, suggestions, and ways to improve the news-

letter.   

The new email is: 

news@tutors4kids.org 

 

 

 

M&M Cookie Recipe 
BEST M&M Cookies - Super soft, chewy, crispy edges and 

full of chocolate! These M&M cookies taste like they came 

straight from a bakery! 

Prep Time: 15 minutes 

Cook Time: 10 minutes 

Refrigerate: 15 minutes 

Total Time: 40 minutes 

Servings: 24 

Ingredients 

1 cup unsalted butter 
1 cup light brown sugar 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 

2 large eggs 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
3 cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 cup chocolate chips 

1 cup M&M’s , plus more for tops if desired 

Instructions 

Preheat the oven to 375°F. Line two baking sheets with silicone 
baking mats or parchment paper. In a large bowl, using a mixer, 
cream together the butter and sugars for 1 minute. Add the eggs 
and vanilla and mix until combined. 

Add the flour, baking soda and salt and stir mix just until com-
bined. Fold in the chocolate chips and M&M’s. Refrigerate dough 
for 15 to 60 minutes (up to 24 hours) if time allows. 

Using a large cookie scoop (about 3 Tablespoons), scoop the cook-
ie dough onto the baking sheet about 2 inches apart. Place extra 
M&M’s on the top of the cookies if desired. 

Bake for 7-10 minutes, or until the edges are barely golden brown. 

Allow cookies to set on pan for 2 minutes, and then remove to a 

cooling rack. Store in an airtight container for up to 3 days. 

Nutrition 

Calories: 271kcal | Carbohydrates: 38g | Protein: 2g | Fat: 11g | Saturated  
fat: 7g | Cholesterol: 36mg | Sodium: 162mg | Potassium: 36mg | Sugar: 2
5g | Vitamin A: 290IU | Vitamin C: 0.1mg | Calcium: 33mg | Iron: 1.1mg 

Author: Jamielyn Nye 

https://www.iheartnaptime.net/best-mm-cookies/ 

1. Great Britain and USA celebrate Halloween every year.

2. Halloween originated from the Celts of Ireland.

3. Symbols of Halloween include black cats, spiders, witches,

ghosts, and pumpkins.

4. Halloween is celebrated on the last day of October.

5. People wear masks and costumes to scare the spirits

October  Answers 

mailto:news@tutors4kids.org
https://amzn.to/38Uw81U
https://amzn.to/3C0ZzvY
https://amzn.to/3E47pq9
https://amzn.to/3z5GLd6
https://amzn.to/3traGuY
https://amzn.to/3ls6Pub
https://amzn.to/3jYpI8p
https://amzn.to/3hkV7jM
https://www.iheartnaptime.net/about



