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Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 

Celebrating 12 years of Tutoring Children 

 

 

Pops Chorus will perform "Give a Hoot 7" on Tuesday, October 5, 

2021 and Tutors for Kids will once again be designated as one of 

the charities for the event. Pops Chorus has been very generous to 

us over the years so we hope you'll be able to attend. Details on 

location and tickets will be provided when  available.--  

 

 

My name is Glen Moyer, and I have been a tutor since 2014, and a 
member of the Tutors For Kids Board Of Directors since 2016.  My 
working life was entirely in the ship building, regulating, and oper-
ating field.  I was never in a formal educational position.  However, 
I had struggled through the advanced math I needed for my gradu-
ate degrees, and only completed them with the help of classmates 
who were willing to spend hours of their valuable time helping me 
with my math classes.  

I was grateful for that help I received, and wanted to pay it back, so 
I began by teaching young sailors on my Coast Guard ship who had 
not graduated from high school.  Their goal was to get a high school 
equivalency certificate, and most of them eventually did.  After 
retiring to Florida I learned of Tutors For Kids, and found it to be for 
me the perfect way to continue to give back.  It also provided me 
with much humor, such as when a 4th grader asked me if “I lived in 
The Villages, where the old people drive around in clown cars?” 

My wife has stated “The evening of the day you have tutored puts 
you in the best mood of the week”, and I agree.  I have spent all my 
time with TFK tutoring math in 4th grade at Stanton Weirsdale Ele-
mentary, where the appreciation shown by the teaching and princi-
pal staff is just as rewarding as the student’s faces when a light 
goes on after they finally learn a math concept. 

We are half way through summer and school will be starting  soon.  

Now is a good time to start thinking about our role as tutors.  In-

cluded in this month’s newsletter are some websites to find tutor-

ing strategies for reading and helping  explain instructional con-

cepts.  Frank Russo has submitted an article about suggested sup-

plies for tutoring.   

 

Do you have your “Back to School Tutoring Supplies”  

If you are a returning tutor you know usually what you want to 

keep in your bag when you go into the classroom. If you are 

a new tutor please be aware that all of the dollar stores, big 

box stores, and stationary stores have plenty of practical sup-

plies like crayons, pencils, paper, flash cards, white boards 

with erasable markers, and all sorts of little rewards that you 

can give to your students when they are working extra hard. 

Shop the sales. There are plenty of them. Check for the 

sales. 

What about books for my students. First let’s start with a 

question. Do you have your Tutors for Kids royal blue and 

with gold lettering book bags which were given to you during 

your Orientation and Training? If not send us an email with 

your contact information and we will try to reach out to you. 

Our email address is news@tutors4kids.org   

Where are the Books for Your Students - Where do you 

get the books for your bag? Each of our large schools has a 

book room. It is usually opened at designated hours and has 

a full range of books for all grades. So you should visit your 

book room and select some books that are appropriate for 

the reading levels reflect your student’s level. Remember if 

the book is too hard or the title/content is not interesting, then 

your student will not read it.   

Do you want to review what a tutor should know and become 

familiar with helpful strategies?  I have gathered a few sites to 

help you.   

ReadingPower.org   tips for tutors 

education.com free to use—offer premium but not have to 

subscribe to get free material—sorted by grade level 

edHelper.com  free worksheets sorted by grade level. 

busyteacher.org —helpful information  and worksheets 

 

October 5, 2021 

Each month we are spotlighting a board 

member.  A big THANKS to Glen Moyer for 

sharing his story. 

mailto:news@tutors4kids.org
https://www.readingpowerinc.org/
https://www.education.com
https://www.edhelper.com
https://busyteacher.org/


 

 
 

 

Where do I start making my time ‘relevant’? 

The article last month talked about how education is trying to 

make the subject matter more relevant. This task is in addi-

tion to the increased amount of material and the feeling that 

there is ‘not enough time’ in a teacher’s day for everything. It 

is almost an impossible task.  

The article also looked at many of the students’ feelings which 

they often express and what others internalize: “What does 

all of these subjects have to do with me?”. Remember stu-

dents are beginning their life experiences. They do not know 

what to expect.  As tutors we have life experience. We can 

help. Where do we start? 

Remember when you first started tutoring you went through 

an orientation and training session. One of the first steps in 

our tutoring methodology talked about how we should start 

each session with our students. We called it “Chit Chat”. It is 

the best 3 to 5 minutes of the time you spend with your stu-

dents. This is the first step in getting to know your student. It 

also shows that you are interested in your student. It starts 

the bonding steps between you and your student. It is the 

beginning of getting the student to trust you. All of this helps 

to open the student up to the learning process. 

There is not a time line for these steps to take place. It could 

take a couple of sessions. It could take a few months. With 

one of our fifth grade students whom was tutored twice a 

week, it took until January before the student felt comforta-

ble with talking with to the tutor. Do not give up. Stay con-

sistent. Stay interested. 

What is the goal of “Chit Chat”? It is getting to know your stu-

dents. Just talking with your student will help you understand 

what difficulties the student is experiencing. If they are inter-

ested in the subject matter. Or have they already given up. 

Many students who feel they cannot do the subject have 

stopped trying to learn. Now obviously you cannot ask these 

questions to the student directly. But in your ‘chats’ you can 

find out your student’s interests. Do they have any help with 

their subjects from for example an older brother, sister, 

cousin, etc.? Do they have reading materials at home or books 

from the school library?  Do they enjoy one subject over an-

other? For example, if they struggle with reading can they 

read to someone at home, or maybe to a pet, or to their pil-

low (one of the students actually did that)? 

At first “Chit Chat” doesn’t seem important but from the stu-

dent’s view it could be very important. Many tutors have dis-

covered that some students get no encouragement or any 

help in ‘learning’. They feel they will always fail. The tutor may   

(Continued in next column 

 
 
 
 
These strategies will make tutoring a productive and rewarding 
experience for you and your student(s). 
 

Be honest. This helps to establish rapport and trust, the two most 

critical elements to a successful tutoring relationship. 

Be flexible. This means being willing to adjust techniques and ap-

proaches to meet the learning styles of the student. 

Be patient. What is obvious or easy for you may not be so for your 

student. Learn not to show annoyance in your speech or body 

language. 

Be a good listener. Learn to pick up clues in your student?s speech 

that enable you to understand how he is really feeling. A good 

listener does not dominate the conversation! 

Be professional. Except for discussing your student with SSS staff 

and/or faculty, information about the student must be kept confi-

dential. 

Be willing to share your own experiences. By sharing information 

about what you have encountered, the student may feel relieved 

that he is not alone. Sharing experiences and lessons learned goes 

a long way toward building trust and support. It also helps the 

student build self-confidence. 

Be a collaborator. The tutor-student relationship should be 

viewed as a partnership. You are not there to take the place of the 

instructor. Let the student know you are there to work with her to 

supplement classroom and individual study. 

Teach the student how to learn. As a tutor your ultimate goal is to 

help the student become an independent learner. 

Be confident. You were chosen for qualities that enable you to be 

a good tutor and role model. However, having confidence also 

means having the courage to admit you don't  know an answer.  

They may actually feel better knowing you're not perfect (and it is 

a great opportunity to teach learning skills). 

Taken from ReadingPower.org. 

‘Senior Wisdom Figures’ 

An article submitted by Frank Russo 
be the only one who is interested and tries to help. 

Do not give up! You will succeed. 

What happens if your student keeps saying: “I just can’t do 

this!”. Check back next month where the column will deal with 

“I can’t”. 

For August: “I can’t do this and the implications 

ReadingPower.org


  

 

 

Wanted—The newsletter would love to publish stories and 

happenings of your tutoring memories.  Since we are not 

in the classroom yet, think about some funny experiences 

and/or suggestions to make us all better tutors.  Send any 

articles to me at news@tutors4kids.org before the 

15th of each month.  Thank you in advance. 

Here is another Volunteer position. We are looking 

for two people who could take over our social media 

programs namely Facebook and Twitter and maybe 

other avenues that we have not yet attempted.   This 

‘duo’ would have to be familiar with Facebook, have 

good computer skills, etc. and be willing to work 

independently. We have a Facebook account but it is 

sadly neglected.  

We have a new email for the newsletter.  You can send me 

articles to include in the newsletter, questions, suggestions, 

and ways to improve the newsletter.   

The new email is: news@tutorss4kids.org 

 

 

Behind the Scenes –Did You Know 

Tutors for Kids is a non-profit tax exempt or-

ganization. It is an all-volunteer organization.  We have no 

paid employees.  We do not charge a penny for our ser-

vices.  Before the pandemic, we had over 500 tutors in 12 

schools working one-on-one with 2,600+ students each 

week. Additionally we give out approximately 15,000 brand 

new books each year to our students.  

To keep things running smoothly there are about 75 volun-

teers working behind the scenes assigning tutors; ordering 

books, maintaining our database tracking system, answering 

phones, writing newsletters/correspondence, writing grants, 

raising funds, serving on the Board, etc. If you have any of 

these skills and would like to be a part of a great organiza-

tion please contact us through our email newsletter: 

news@tutors4kids.org  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did You Know? - Tutors for Kids gives out 15,000 
new books each year. Imagine the cost of buying 
that number of books. Fortunately, we have been 
able to get many books from our distributor, First 
Book, at reduced prices. But each year we have a 
hefty invoice to meet our 15,000 book goal. –  
 
To help plan for the future purchase of books we 
mentioned last month Tutors for Kids, is a non-
profit (501) (C 3) so we can accept tax deductible 
contributions. Also for the future stability of our non-
profit we have an endowment with the Central Flor-
ida Foundation which also accepts tax-deductible 
contributions. We also have an account with Merrill 
Lynch that can take tax deductible-contributions 
such as stocks or other securities. One of the op-
tions for charitable giving is a charitable gift annuity. 
Based on your age you could receive fixed pay-
ments during your life-time. You should contact your 
CPA to discuss setting up opportunity such as a gift 
annuity or some similar instrument. It will be an a 
‘huge’ help in funding our book program. 

Amazon Smile Contributes to Tutors for Kids   

Amazon Smile continues to fund Tutors for Kids based on your 

purchases through the Amazon Smile website when you place 

your order. You will pay no more than on the regular Amazon 

website but Amazon, through its foundation, will make a contri-

bution to Tutors for Kids. Amazon donated over $100 to Tutors 

for Kids recently. Thank you for using Amazon Smile to make 

your purchases.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598  

 

Every little bit helps! 

mailto:news@tutors4kids.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598


 

Web:  www.tutorsforkidsinc.org 

 

  
 

           

2019-2020 Book Grants for Tutors for Kids from:  

  

 

                                                                                                                                                 

Phone:  352-568-5843 

Email:   tutors@tutors4kids.org  

Address:  Tutors for Kids Inc.  

2518 Burnsed Blvd,  Suite 339,  

The Villages, FL 32163 

2020 Book Grant for Lake and Sumter Counties from: 

Amazon Smile:   http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598 

Answers will be in the August newsletter 

 

Answers from June newsletter: 

1. 15 gallons 

2. 12:45 

3. 2 stamps 

4. 1 1/4 cans 

July Trivia: 

1. What year was the Declaration of Independence adopted? 

2. Who was the principal author of the Declaration of Independ-

ence? 

3. What bird did Benjamin Franklin propose as the national bird? 

4. Congress declared July 4 as an unpaid holiday in what year? 

5. What year did July 4 become a paid holiday? 

6. What is the birthstone for July? 

7. What is the full moon in July called? 

8. What U.S. President was shot on July 2? 

9. July 4, 1960 two stars were added to the flag.  Name the states. 

10. What does the “dog days of summer” mean?  How long does it 

last? 

 

 

 

Which one letter in the alphabet is the ONLY ONE that is 
never silent in any word in the English letter?  Most peo-
ple guess it is Z, but some words in English derived from 
French words do have a silent Z, such as rendezvous. 

Think about it and the answer will appear next month. 

http://www.tutorsforkidsinc.org
mailto:tutors@tutors4kids.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598

