
TUTORS FOR KIDS, INC 

MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 12 years of Tutoring Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Hooray! We are Back –  

Our schools want you back – and have told us when we can 
potentially start:  For Lake County – mid-September; for 
Sumter County – late-October; for Marion County - (to be 
determined). Specific details for each county will be an-
nounced in later newsletters and in direct emails to active 
tutors. 

In the next few months, what should you do? 

1.  In Lake and Sumter Counties, check with your school vol-

unteer coordinator (this is a staff person at your school) to 

see if you need to renew your ‘on-line volunteer’ form for 

another three-year approval.  NOTE:  Even though we 

have not tutored this past year, IF you were in your third 

year, most likely, you need to renew your volunteer status.  

In Marion County, new paper applications will be available 

in August, and your STC will get them to you as soon as 

possible. 

2.  Have you had your Covid vaccine?  We strongly recom-

mend you do get vaccinated. We have not been told yet 

if the vaccine will be required by the counties. 

3.  As we say each year - get your flu and pneumonia shots. 

Alternatives to Tutoring 

If you are not comfortable returning to the classroom this year 

but want to stay involved with Tutors for Kids, we have sever-

al volunteer opportunities “behind the scenes” where we 

need help: 

• phone interviewers of new tutor applicants;  

• data entry to help School Tutor Coordinators (STCs) and 

other data entry 

• help in recruitment of new tutors and publicity.  

 

If you are interested or have questions contact us at our new 

email address: news@tutors4kids.org  

Checking in to your school – 

 Our schools could require a slightly different check-in 

when you arrive.  So be prepared.  For example, they may 

do ‘temperature checks’ at the front desk - you could be 

asked to sign documentation related to covid-19 as you do 

in many medical and public offices. More on this will be 

detailed later in our communications to you.  We must re-

main flexible!! 

 

 

How to recruit Tutors  

YOU are the biggest recruiters for finding new tutors.  

Each year when we ask how a new tutor applicant heard 

about Tutors for Kids, they tell us that one of their neigh-

bors or friends have told them about tutoring. And they tell 

us that their neighbor or friend says: “You just have to try 

to do this”. So talk to your neighbors and friends and tell 

them to call our phone team at 352-568-5843. 

 

 

     

 

How many Tutors do we need?  

In a normal year we need 100 new tutors.  Usually principals 

and teachers request more tutors each year.  Also some tu-

tors move, retire, or are dealing with family situations.  This 

new year will be far from normal.  We anticipate a large de-

mand for tutors in order to help students “catch up” to 

achieve grade level.  During the height of the pandemic a 

number of students were doing remote learning for months, 

and some others were not able to even do remote learning.  

As everyone tries to return to normal we know many students 

will struggle to "catch up.” 



  

 

Help Wanted “Thank You”  

Several months ago, Eileen Honohan of the 

Grants Committee wrote an article here asking 

for help in developing grants for Tutors for 

Kids. The response was amazing. Three people volunteered and there 

is a fourth possibility. We give them a great big “THANK YOU”  

The Tutors for Kids 

Board of Directors  

Report from the Board 

of Directors  

Your Board of Directors held its quarterly meeting on 

Monday May 10, 2021 via Zoom. The agenda primarily 

consisted of returning to schools for our tutors. The Board 

discussed and made the following plans:  

1. Meet with principals to determine needs at each school 

2. Prepare School Tutor Coordinators (STCs) and School 

Book Coordinators (SBCs) for the return 

3. Develop a recruitment plan for new tutor applicants 

4. Begin scheduling new tutor orientation meetings. 

5. Prepare the phone team to answer questions from new 

tutor applicants 

 

Wanted—The newsletter would love to publish stories and 

happenings of your tutoring memories.  Since we are not 

in the classroom yet, think about some funny experiences 

and/or suggestions to make us all better tutors.  Send any 

articles to me at news@tutors4kids.org before the 

15th of each month.  Thank you in advance. 

Here is another Volunteer position. We are looking 

for two people who could take over our social media 

programs namely Facebook and Twitter and maybe 

other avenues that we have not yet attempted.   This 

‘duo’ would have to be familiar with Facebook, have 

good computer skills, etc. and be willing to work 

independently. We have a Facebook account but it is 

sadly neglected.  

We have a new email for the newsletter.  You can send me 

articles to include in the newsletter, questions, suggestions, 

and ways to improve the newsletter.   

The new email is: news@tutors4kids.org 

 

Behind the Scenes – Did You Know? 

Tutors for Kids is a non-profit tax exempt organization. It 

is an all-volunteer organization.  We have no paid employ-

ees.  We do not charge a penny for our services.  Before 

the pandemic, we had over 500 tutors in 12 schools work-

ing one-on-one with 2,600+ students each week. Addition-

ally we give out approximately 15,000 brand new books 

each year to our students.  

To keep things running smoothly there are about 75 vol-

unteers working behind the scenes assigning tutors; or-

dering books, maintaining our database tracking system, 

answering phones, writing newsletters/correspondence, 

writing grants, raising funds, serving on the Board, etc. If 

you have any of these skills and would like to be a part of 

a great organization please contact us through our email 

newsletter called: news@tutors4kids.org  

 

Taken from The Daily Sun newspaper, May 3, 2021 

Congratulations to our very own Deb Wile, a Sumter 

P.R.E.P. Academy volunteer who has won the Volunteer 

of the Year Award for the second year in a row. As we 

all know, 2020-2021 has been a challenging year for 

educators and Tutors for Kids.  Most of us could not 

tutor in the local schools, but Deb was able to continue 

volunteering.  Her main role has been working with self-

contained students in grades 3-6.  She helps them with 

their reading and math skills.  Since Covid-19, Deb has 

had to use multiple virtual programs to reach the stu-

dents. 

Deb is a retired educator from Pennsylvania who has 

taught for 31 years.  In 2018, she stated volunteering at 

the Sumter P.R.E.P. Academy.  The Academy is the Sum-

ter County School District provider for alternative edu-

cation gatherings over 100 students across the county 

from grades 3-12. 

Thank you Deb for being an example of what we can do 

to help students find their value and potential. 
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Amazon Smile Contributes to Tutors for Kids   

Amazon Smile continues to fund Tutors for Kids 

based on your purchases through the Amazon 

Smile website when you place your order. You 

will pay no more than on the regular Amazon 

website but Amazon, through its foundation, will 

make a contribution to Tutors for Kids. Amazon 

donated over $100 to Tutors for Kids recently. 

Thank you for using Amazon Smile to make your 

purchases.  

http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/45-4815598  

 EVERY LITTLE BIT 
COUNTS. 

Did You Know –  

As mentioned last month Tutors 

for Kids, in addition to being a 

non-profit (501) (C 3),we have an 

endowment with the Central 

Florida Foundation which also 

accepts tax-deductible contributions and an ac-

count with Merrill Lynch that can take tax de-

ductible-contributions such as stocks or other 

securities. One of the options for charitable giv-

ing is a charitable gift annuity. Based on your age 

you could receive fixed payments during your life-

time. You should contact your CPA to discuss 

setting up a gift annuity  

 

Mailing Address for Tutors for Kids -  If you 

need to reach us by mail, our new address is:  

Tutors for Kids Inc. 

2518 Burnsed Blvd. 

Suite 339 

The Villages, FL 32163 

If you need to call, our central number is  

352-568-5843 

 

 
Let’s talk about reading levels.  We know intuitively that a stu-
dent  shouldn’t be reading Tolstoy, but what  should  s/he read?  
How do we pick the right book?  What’s this about 
 “reading levels ” and how are they determined? 
 
There are numerous reading level scales.  Scales have been devel-
oped  by different entities for slightly different purposes but they 
all measure  the same thing, just like how Celsius and Fahrenheit 
both measure temperature, using different scales or increments.  
  
Reading scales measure the complexity of a book, taking into 
account a child’s ability to decode, use context and/or picture 
clues, and make sense of printed text, along with the sophistica-
tion of the content. (from  https://bookwizard.scholastic.com) 
 
Let’s look at some of the more common scales:   

Grade Levels can be tricky to use.  They indicate the grade/age 
level children for which the books are designed.  While the pro-
vide a very general guideline, many children read outside these 
parameters.  Especially in the early reading levels, children move 
quickly through reading levels while in a single grade.   
 
Fountas and Pinnell scale was developed in the 1990s as the 
basis for “guided reading,” the practice of teachers assessing stu-
dents’ reading levels and instructing them accordingly.  They use 
an alphabetic scale. Their “Ladder of Progress,” which delineates 
the levels, can be found here:   
https://www.heinemann.com/fountasandpinnell/handouts/
textlevellad derofprogress.pdf  
. 
Guided Reading Levels (GRL)  is a scale developed by Scho-
lastic.  It very closely matches the Fountas and Pinnell scale.  
Scholastic’s Book Wizard,  https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/, 
can be very helpful.  You put in a title and it gives you a reading 
level  
 
Lexile Framework for Reading  uses a numerical scale.  Levels 
look something like, “570L.”  An excellent two-page resource can 
be found at https://lexile.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Lexile
-Parent-Guide.pdf  
. 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)  is an  
assessment that some schools use.  The scale uses numbers that 
jump by twos, fours, and tens.   
 
Remember, these scales are only guidelines.  When choosing a 
book for a child, keep in mind their interest in a topic or story and 
their ability to handle unfamiliar words.  When in doubt, pick 
something easy so the child experiences success and develops a 
love of reading. 

         

Article written by Deb Wile 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598


 

 

Web:  www.tutorsforkidsinc.org 

 

 

   

  
 

           2019-2020 Book Grants for Tutors for Kids from:  

  

 

                                                                                                                                                 

Phone:  352-568-5843 

Email:  tutors@tutors4kids.org  

Address:  Tutors for Kids Inc.  

2518 Burnsed Blvd,  Suite 339,  

2020 Book Grant for Lake and Sumter Counties from: 

May Puzzle answers in June newsletter 

 

Amazon Smile:   http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598 

Word Trivia Quiz - Questions... Circle correct answer 

 1. When you're capernoited, what are you?  

 b. Slightly drunk  

 2. When youʼre a stagiary, what are you a student of? 

  b. Law 

  3. What do you have when you're sciapodous?  

 c. Huge feet 

  

Answers to April’s puzzle  

 

May facts 

 Taken from webmaster:  

 

 The month May was named 
for Maia, the Greek goddess 
of fertility. 

 

May’s birthstone is the emerald which is em-
blematic of love and success. 

 

 

On May 1, 1931, the Empire State Build-

ing was officially opened.  
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