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Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process.
Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local,
Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors.

Getting to know our Board of Directors
by Rhonda Casey

After a few years of retirement and settling into a new lifestyle, Rhonda found
Tutors for Kids through an article in the
newspaper. The timing of the article was
perfect as she missed the energy of young
people and wanted to serve her community. She began volunteering at Wildwood Elementary in 2014
in grade 1 and since then has also been in grade 2 and kindergarten. The past few years she’s limited her volunteering to
kindergarten and also serves as the STC for this great group of
equally energetic volunteers. She joined the Tutors for Kids
board of directors in 2014 and has enjoyed seeing the organization grow. She’s honored to be the current chairperson.
Rhonda’s background is in clinical social work earning both a
BSW and MSW from Temple University. She also holds education certifications in New Jersey and a clinical social work
license in Florida. Her career began in early childhood education so it is fitting that in retirement she finds herself in kindergarten! Rhonda also worked in the foster care system in
Philadelphia, taught in a nanny school and had a private practice serving children and families. The last 25 years of her career landed her in the most adventure filled spot in education –
a large high school district where she was active in planning
and implementing educational programs for special needs students while mentoring and shepherding any of the adolescents
and parents that arrived in her office.
Rhonda’s free time is spent pursuing her emerging watercolor
talents and playing golf with friends. She is a certified scuba
diver and enjoys any time spent at the beach or in the water –
pool, lake, ocean! She is looking forward to resuming face to
face volunteer services the next school year

Do You Ever Wonder How We Get
New Tutors????
Glen Moyer was kind enough to explain how we expand the
number of tutors needed for Tutors 4 Kids.
First, we use notices in local newspapers to advertise who we are
and what we do. However, many of our new tutors find us
through their own friends who speak of how gratifying our work
is in the schools.
Next the potential tutors call our official phone (352-568-5843),
then a member of a small team that calls themselves “phonies”
returns that call to them and spends 20 to 30 minutes explaining
who we are, what we do, and how we do it. Our “phonies”
spends as much time as the new tutor needs to answer any questions the new person may have. A small committee of the Board
of Directors then works with each school’s STC to place new
tutors where they are most needed.
There are presently 4 members on the phonie team, and the phone
is passed among them for rotating periods of 2 to 3 weeks. In
most years the phonies respond to approximately 120 calls, explain our system, query them on what subject, grade, and school
will fit their desires and location, and schedule them for the mandatory orientation class.
We may be looking to add to our “phonie” team once we are able
to return to our schools, so if you think you might enjoy this type
of volunteer work, please call or email the “Head Phonie”, Glen
Moyer, at cell 201-421-4788, or email

glen.moyer@tutorsforkids.org. We do prefer our phonies
to have tutored at least two years to be able to answer
questions posed by the callers.

Are You Volunteering with Tutors for Kids – We

Update from the Board. – The Board is

preparing for a return to tutoring in the Fall ‘just in
case’ the counties will allow us back into the classrooms. We all know that our tutored students were already behind in their class work and we can just imagine what one and a half years without ‘one-on-one’
tutoring has done to their attempt to stay ‘up to grade’.
Let’s hope that sometime in October we will be back
to class.

have received several emails from tutors in both Lake and
Sumter Counties. They have been contacted by the County
Volunteer Coordinators that they need to be re-certified for
another three years. So please contact your county for instructions on re-certification or go to the county website.
You may be able to do the process ‘on-line’ but you will
have to use the login and password you created when you
initially applied. Hopefully you remembered or wrote it
down!

If you tutor in Marion County schools you must re-apply
each year. Usually the new volunteer forms come out in August. We will keep you posted as soon as we hear.

How to determine
child’s reading level
An article by Deb Wile

How do you pick the right book for a child to read? Research is conclusive that the best way for a child to improve his/her reading skills is to read a lot of books that
are “at the child’s reading level.” So just what does that
phrase mean?
There’s no simple answer but here’s a good rule of thumb.
Goldilocks would say, “…not too hard, not too easy, but
just right.” One way to find a just right book is to use the
“five finger rule.” Pick a book or ask the child to pick
one. Open to a random page and ask the child to read
aloud. If the child stumbles over a word, count one finger.
If the child stumbles over another word, count a second
finger. If there are five stumbles on a page, then the book
is too hard. Find an easier book. (If there are only a few
words on each page, then one stumble is the maximum.)
In general, it’s better to err on the side of too easy. That
way the child can read more easily and fluently and enjoy
the book rather than struggle with decoding. Resist the
temptation to “see if s/he can handle a harder book.”
While the child may want to read harder books, it requires
more effort for both you and the child… and reading
should be effortless and fun. It’s wonderful when a child
finishes a story and remarks about enjoying it. Then you
get to talk about the content, which just adds to the pleasure.
If you do nothing else, if you have a few minutes to spare
during tutoring, sit with the child and let him/her read a
book that’s just right.
[NOTE: Next month, look for an explanation of all the
ways books are leveled and how to use that information
with children. If you want a quick preview, try this link:
https://resources.readingvine.com/how-todetermine-reading-level-of-a-book/]

Amazon Smile Contributes to Tutors for Kids
Amazon Smile continues to fund Tutors for Kids based on
your purchases through the Amazon Smile website when you
place your order. You will pay no more than on the regular
Amazon website but Amazon, through its foundation, will
make a contribution to Tutors for Kids. Amazon donated over
$100 to Tutors for Kids recently. Thank you for using Amazon Smile to make your purchases.

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598
EVERY LITTLE BIT COUNTS.

MEETING May 24,

Tutors for Kids Grant Writing Committee
Have you been thinking about joining the newly formed
Grant Writing Committee? If so, here’s the information you
need:
An in-person meeting for those interested is scheduled for
Monday, May 24th from 3:00 to 4:00 P.M. at Colony Cottage
Recreation Center in The Villages.
You will join Lorna Johns, Pat Lau, Sandy Lynch, MaryJane
Moeller, Bev Rovelli, Carolyn Ruhe, and Eileen Honohan to
talk about previous grant writing efforts and plans for the future.
Please consider joining us and send your name, email address, and phone number to eileen.honohan@tutors4kids.org

Mailing Address for Tutors for Kids If you need to reach us by mail, our new address is:
Tutors for Kids Inc.
2518 Burnsed Blvd.
Suite 339
The Villages, FL 32163
If you need to call, our central number is
352-568-5843

Did You Know –
As mentioned last month Tutors for Kids, in addition to
being a non-profit (501) (C 3),we have an endowment
with the Central Florida Foundation which also accepts
tax-deductible contributions and an account with
Merrill Lynch that can
take tax deductiblecontributions such as stocks or other securities. One of
the options for charitable giving is a charitable gift annuity. Based on your age you could receive fixed payments during your lifetime. You should contact your
CPA to discuss setting up a gift annuity

Help Wanted Thank You –
Here is another Volunteer position. We are
looking for two people who could take over
our social media programs namely Facebook and Twitter and maybe other avenues that we have
not yet attempted. This ‘duo’ would have to be familiar
with Facebook, have good computer skills, etc. and be
willing to work independently. We have a Facebook account but it is sadly neglected.

Word Trivia Quiz - Questions... Circle correct answer
1. When youʼre capernoited, what are you?
a. Slightly afraid

Another volunteer has
stepped up to answer our
call for help on MailChimp. Our newsletter circulation is getting larger
and we appreciate the help.
Wanted—

The newsletter would love to publish stories and happenings of your tutoring memories. Since we are not in the
classroom yet, think about some funny experiences and/
or suggestions to make us all better tutors. Send any articles to me at news@tutors4kids.org before the 15th of
each month. Thank you in advance.

b. Slightly drunk
c. Slightly embarrassed
d. Slightly out of tune
2. When youʼre a stagiary, what are you a student of?
a. Medicine
b. Law
c. Geology

d. Philosophy
3. What do you have when you're sciapodous?
a. Huge nose
b. Huge chin
c. Huge feet
d. Huge ears

March Answers

We have a new email for the newsletter. You can
send me articles to include in the newsletter, questions, suggestions, and ways to improve the newsletter.
The new email is:

news@tutors4kids.org

