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Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 

Several schools are ready to discuss and/or plan to do virtu-

al tutoring by January 2021.  We need to see how many tu-

tors would be interested in tutoring virtually.  Training would 

be given to tutors before an virtual tutoring would begin. 

Please email if you are interested in virtual tutoring 

                      Tutors@tutors4kids.org    

Tutors Get Ready    

 “Just in Case” 

for January 2021 

 

 

SUMTER COUNTY has an on-line application process that is 

valid for three years. The link to the website is below, BUT the 

volunteer page on the website only contains a message from 

the County about three phases for re-opening without dates 

for each page. So the best that we can suggest is to call the 

Volunteer Coordinator at Wildwood Elementary School who 

may be able to help. Her contact information is below.  

Wildwood Elementary 

Ashley Dorsey 

352-748-3353  ext. 62212 

 Here is the link to the Sumter County Volunteer application 

(Copy and paste the link below into your browser). 

https://www.sumter.k12.fl.us/Page/4213 

Or call 

District Volunteer Coordinator 
Dana Williams 
Elementary Director 
Lissa Studdard 
Secretary 
352-793-2315  ext. 50210 

Tutors interested in Virtual Tutoring ??? Follow the instructions to update or renew. Here is the link 

to the Lake County Volunteer application (Copy and paste 

the link below into your browser). 

https://www.lake.k12.fl.us/departments/chief-of-staff/

human-resources/volunteers 

With questions or difficulties, call them for information at 

Lake County Schools, 201 West Burleigh Blvd, Tavares, FL 

32778 - Phone 352-253-6500  

Tutors! January is coming. There may be a chance that 

the counties will allow volunteers to return to the class-

room. So here are a few steps that you should take “just 

in case” we can return. (Also please do these steps even 

if it is not safe to return until later in this school year or 

worst case in the Fall of 2021.)  Find the county in which 

you usually work – and follow the steps. 

MARION COUNTY accepts volunteer applications on paper 

only. All tutors must apply every school year (for example Au-

gust 2020 to June 2021). Fill out and sign both sides and in-

clude a paper copy of your driver’s license. You can bring the 

completed application  to the school where it will be checked 

and sent on to the County application processing department. 

Or you can mail it directly to the county at Marion County Vol-

unteer Application, 512 SE 3RD Street, Ocala FL 34471 or PO 

Box 670  - Phone (352) 671-7700 or (352) 671-7788 

This is the link to the Marion County Volunteer application 

(Copy and paste the link below into your browser) 

https://www.marionschools.net/cms/lib/FL01903465/

Centricity/domain/5335/forms/eVOL001a.pdf 

LAKE COUNTY has an on-line application process that is valid 

for three years. But you must update any changes to your ap-

plication each year; for example, address, phone etc. If your 

three-year approval process has ended, you must re-apply. In 

all cases you should go to the county website and log in 

(hopefully you saved your login info and password).  
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Report from the Board of Directors meeting  

The Board of Directors of Tutors for Kids met with 

Zoom on Monday, October 12, 2020. The Board welcomed a new 

member, John Temple, the former principal at Wildwood Elemen-

tary. The Board also welcomed an observer, David Bordenkircher, 

the former principal at Villages Elementary in Lake County.  

After a number of items on the ‘consent agenda’ the key topics of 

the meeting were as follows: 

1. A lengthy discuss on information from the counties about vol-

unteers in the school. The Board concluded that the initial plan 

to not allow volunteers into the schools until January was prob-

ably very optimistic.  

2. If volunteers are allowed to go into the schools by January the 

Board authorized the newsletter to include instruction on what 

the tutors should do ‘just in case’ they are allowed. 

3. We have received several inquiries from individuals wanting to 

volunteer. We have informed them that they will be contacted 

as soon as we hear from the counties that we will be allowed to 

tutor. 

4. Several schools have expressed some interest in having tutors 

work with students virtually. The Board is exploring what form 

the ‘virtual tutoring’ could take. 

5. All new tutor orientation and monthly tutor meetings are still 

on hold until further notice.  

6. The Tutors for Kids ‘strategic planning session’ was announced 

by Eileen Honohan, the vice chair for Monday January 25, 2021 

at 3 PM. 

7. The next Board meeting via ZOOM is Monday January 11, 2021 

from 3 to 5 PM. 

Greetings School Tutor Coordinators STC Team  

I hope you are all surviving well during this very unusual year.   Our 

next quarterly board meeting is in January, but IF it appears we 

may be able to start tutoring in January at some schools, we will 

have a special meeting early December to discuss the plan.  

Database Improvements: 

Frank Russo and I are working with Tim Casey, the developer of our 

T4K database, on improvements based on the STC survey.  

STC vacancies: 

We can use any assistance you can provide to help fill STC vacan-

cies.  If you know of anyone who could possibly fill these roles, 

please let me know.   

• Belleview Elementary all grades 

• Leesburg Elementary grades K - 2 

 Rimes Elementary grades K - 2 

Virtual Tutoring: 

 

Some of you may be wondering about virtual tutoring.  I under-

stand just a couple of schools have approved it at this time. The 

tutors are hoping to continue with the same students as last 

year.  More information will be coming out on this topic as we 

learn more.  We know school administrators have been 

busy kicking off this very unusual school year so we have held 

off adding this topic to their plate, but will discuss with them 

soon.  Of course, it will be totally up to each tutor if they would 

like to participate in this.  

Let me know at any time if you have any questions or sugges-

tions I can present to the board.  

Please keep in touch with your tutors and let them know Tutors 

for Kids will continue to operate as best we can as we all navi-

gate through these difficult times!  

Sterne Maher Tutor for Kids STC Board Representative 

(515) 240-2387 

sternemaher@gmail.com 

sterne.maher@tutorsforkidsinc.org 

School Book Coordinators  

- Help wanted:  three volunteers who love to read books, order 

books, and consider opening boxes of books like Christmas 

morning!  Stanton Weirsdale, Harbor View, and Belleview need 

volunteers as School Book Coordinators.  Your job is to order 

books, (mainly from First Book), stock the book room, and en-

ter them into inventory.  Sandy Lynch, Head Book Coordinator, 

regularly monitors the First Book website and will email you 

when First Books has a sale.  You will have a budget, and your 

experience as a tutor gives you good insights into what the kids 

are reading.  No books have been given out since February, but 

we need to be ready when/if we return to the schools in Janu-

ary.  All three schools have enough inventories to last for 

months when we return. Sandy Lynch will be happy to explain 
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Feature Article  

 

We are unable to meet for our bi-monthly tutor meetings). As a 

replacement for meetings we will be featuring articles that are of 

an educational interest and topics that we would have discussed 

were able to hold our meetings. 

The second of these articles is a series written by tutor, Deb 

Wile, who is also the coordinator for our bi-monthly tutor 

meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to Your Students... Noticing and Wonder-

ing in Math  

Ever try to help a student solve math word problems?  All 
too often, kids fall apart because they don’t know how to 
approach word problems.  They think they should proce-
duralism them, automatically know what algorithm to ex-
ecute.  They don’t  
realize that a word problem is actually a story and that 
stories, like the ones they  love to read in books, require a 
set of comprehension strategies that they usually  
don’t relate to math. One way to help them understand 
that a word problem is a story is to remove the question.  
Here’s a typical word problem: 
There are 4 doctors working in a clinic. Each doctor has 
two nurses assisting him/her. There are two receptionists, 
Jay and Molly, working at the reception. How many peo-
ple are working in the clinic?  
Instead, cover the question ‘How Many’ so the student 
sees this: 
There are 4 doctors working in a clinic. Each doctor has 
two nurses assisting him/her. There are two receptionists, 
Jay and Molly, working at the reception. 
 
Ask the student if she can imagine this as a picture/
diagram.   
this: 

 

  

Next month we will continue with the Feature Article   

New Mailing Address for Tutors for 

Kids  

If you need to reach us by mail, our new address is:  

Tutors for Kids, Inc. 

2518 Burnsed Blvd. Suite 339 

The Villages, FL 32163 

Then ask the student, “What do you notice?”.  
 Make a list of what she notices.  For example, there are 
more nurses than doctors, there are only two receptionists, 
there are twice as many nurses than doctors. 
Look! There’s the answer to the question!)....  Sometimes 
what students notice has nothing to do with the problem, 
but it’s important to write it down anyway. 



Highlight from our Tutor Orientation Manual  

 The purpose of tutoring is to help students help themselves, 

and to assist or guide them to the point at which they be-

come independent learners. 

When we can return to school, we will have some new tutors.  

This article is a review of what a new tutor should expect and a 

refresher for current tutors.  Keep in mind that we will not return 

until the school system feels it is safe.  However, we must be 

ready to return.  This is an excerpt from the current Tutor for Kids 

training manual: 

Possible Classroom Scenarios You May 

Encounter 

There are various ways the teacher may work with you.  
Within the first few visits, you will observe the classroom 
structure, the teacher’s classroom management, and how 
the teacher wants you to interact with the students. In the 
first few weeks, start to build a relationship with the teacher. 
Neither of you knows each other. Be positive.  Be coopera-
tive.  Be flexible.  Be able to take charge of any assignment 
you are given.   Be patient with the teacher, especially a 
new teacher or a substitute. The teacher has a lot to do in 
just working with students.  A teacher does not want to add 
a tutor to their worry list. 
 
Ask the teacher for the latest reading level of your stu-
dent(s) and ask to be updated on a regular basis. The 
principals have approved this request.   
 
Several of the classrooms scenarios you may ex-
perience are: 
 
The teacher is well prepared.  S/he gives you a folder with 

papers or exercises to remediate or tutor with the chil-
dren (in our meetings with the principals and teach-
ers, we have made clear that this will help the tutor 
work with your student).  This enables you to walk 
into the classroom and get started easily with little or no 
disruption.   Most likely, you will see the same students 
each week (but you may not – you may work with differ-
ent children). 

The teacher sends children with reading or math materials 
(either to remediate test results or enhance their under-
standing).  Also, the teacher may ask you to review 
an exercise that your student missed due to ab-
sence or missing the concept of a lesson. You may 
have the same students or many of the same ones with 
an occasional different student each week. There could 
be varying subjects each week, such as:  science, his-
tory, current events (Time Magazine for Kids, chapter 
books, math exercises). 

The teacher asks you to talk with each student and deter-
mine who needs help.  S/he may suggest several stu-
dents, or you chose from those who need the most 
help. You may work with the neediest weekly and the 
not-so-needy on a rotating basis.  With this scenario, 
the teacher should still give you materials with which to 
work. 

 

 

 

You may work with rotating stu-
dents each week depending on the subject and 
the teacher’s request for help.   

If the teacher doesn’t seem to know what to do with 
you, talk with the teacher, but if you can’t seem 
to work out something - - - ALERT your School 
Tutor Coordinator (STC).  We want you to be 
as productive as possible because there are 
many teachers and students who need your 
help. 

If you come to class and find a substitute teacher, 
you should do your normal work with your stu-
dents.  IF the teacher has not alerted the substi-
tute and left any work for you, just find a book or 
article to read and probe with your student(s).   

Bring some material with you ‘just in case’. A good 
reference on materials for each grade is the 
website WWW.READWORKS.ORG. Set your-
self up as a teacher sub-category tutor, with a 
login and password, then you can get answer 
sheets. They will not pester you.  

WHAT IF   

ANNOUNCEMENT—We were awarded a grant from 

WAWA for $1,000 for  books.  Thank you WAWA. 

PLEASE SUPPORT —> The ST. VINCENT de PAUL, Knights of 
Columbus Council 13300, has supported Tutors for Kids for 
many years.  Below is info about a fund raiser they are 
hosting to buy "COATS & SHOES FOR KIDS" in our local area.   
 
On Saturday morning, November 7, the Knights of Columbus 
in Wildwood are holding a breakfast buffet at Evans Prairie 
CC Restaurant.  This charity event supports our Youth Pro-
gram, with proceeds going to the purchase of coats and 
shoes for underprivileged children in our local area.  
 
If you wish to purchase tickets (advanced sales are preferred to 

give the restaurant an approximate number), please contact ei-
ther jjlobue@verizon.net or via phone/text at 410-271-
1939.   

CHARITY BREAKFAST BUFFET 
BENEFITS – KoC Youth Programs - "COATS & SHOES FOR 

KIDS" 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7, 2020 

EVANS PRAIRIE COUNTRY CLUB 

7:00 AM TO 10:00 AM 

BUFFET INCLUDES:  
EGGS, PANCAKES, BISCUIT/GRAVY, SAUSAGE, BACON, 
POTATOES, FRUIT, MUFFINS/PASTRIES, COFFEE & TEA 

   
     DONATION - $12.00 per person         

Plus 50/50 with three CASH PRIZES 
Social distancing & DEDICATED people safely serving food 

mailto:jjlobue@verizon.net


 

 

JUST FOR FUN (answers next month) 

With Covid-19 upsetting just about 

everything, we want to remind you 

that income tax season is just around 

the corner. Usually November and 

December are tax planning times. If 

you are looking for ways to reduce your taxes don’t forget that 

Tutors for Kids is a nonprofit 501, (C3). One way to reduce taxes 

on your required minimum distribution from your 401k is by 

making part of it as a donation. 

Please talk with your financial advisor and If you would like 

more information from us than email us at  

tutors@tutors4kids.org and leave your contact information and 

we will contact you. 

The End of the Year Tax Planning  

 

 

Most of you know that we have been awarded grants for 

the last five years from United Way of Lake and Sumter 

Counties. The have provided over $75,000 to help us buy 

books for students in Lake and Sumter Counties schools 

and license our database that we use to track students 

assigned to teachers and tutors as well as track the order-

ing and distribution of our books. 

Part of the awarding of grants is a contract between the 

recipients and United Way. Each recipient is contractually 

bound to help in their fund-raising campaign. This means 

that United Way will come to talk to the employees about 

contributing to United Way. 

Since Tutors for Kids has no employees, we have fulfilled 

this requirement by having their representative speak at 

one of our bi-monthly tutor meetings.  Covid-19 does not 

allow our bi-monthly meetings, so we ask if you desire to 

contribute to United Way, use the form found as a link to 

the cover email of this newsletter.  At the bottom of the 

form, you can designate your donation be directed to Tu-

tors for Kids.  

 

 United Way and Duke Energy— 

We are not applying for money from United Way and Duke 

Energy for 2020-2021 because we have all our books from 

2020 and have not been able to distribute them due to 

COVID-19.  These books are bought and paid for with money 

from these two companies.   


