
   

                   

Tutors for Kids, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit community-based organization of volunteers who support the local educational process. 

Our Mission: Meeting student educational needs as defined by the teacher through suitable and trained volunteer tutors in the local, 

Tri-county Title 1 public schools as determined by the Board of Directors. 

 

Celebrating Five Years of Service – On April 10, about 50+ 
tutors joined us to celebrate and honor those 22 people who 
have achieved five years of service with Tutors for Kids.  We 
treasure and value the contributions made by ALL tutors, and 
celebrate those who are so dedicated to the local school 
children.  Receiving certificates at the celebration are those in 
the picture below: 

 

          

Left to right:  Sara McPhail, Joan Sheppard, Gerry VanLuven, 

Eileen Simon, Liz Schweers, Rhonda Casey, Cynthia Curtis, 

Arlene Stein and (hiding in the back) – Joan Lee 

 
The End is Near – No, not the world - the school year!!  Time 
flies!!  Some of the topics in this newsletter:  

 picking up books;  

 responding to your STC about next year;  

 schools that need tutoring help;  

 recruiting your neighbors and friends. 
 
Picking up your End-of-Year Books – Each year we remind 
tutors in April to start picking up books for all the students in 
your class. Your School Book Coordinators (SBCs) have 
stocked your book rooms with appropriate books.  But each 
year we get calls about what kind of books to select.  
 
There are three criteria that tutors have used when selecting 
books: 
 
1. This is an easy one – tutors give the same book to each 

student; for example, third grade students going to the fourth 
so each student will get a fourth grade chapter book. 

2. This takes a little more time, but is better for students – a 
tutor will pick out five different books at various reading 
levels, bring them to their class with a sign-up sheet, and 

students select the book they want. Then you can bring the 
correct number of books to the class the following week. This 
allows students to select the book that is at their own reading 
level. 

3. This takes more time but is customized for each student. 
You ask the teacher for the names and reading levels of 
each student in the class. The tutor then selects a title for 
each student based on their reading level and gives a 
“personalized” gift to each child. 
 

PLEASE – don’t forget - if there a several tutors in the same 
class, those tutors decide on one book for each child – and 
decide how and when to distribute the books. (We do not 

have sufficient books to give multiple books to students in a 
class.) 
 
Answering your STC – Your School Tutor Coordinator has or 
will be contacting you about your plans for next year. So please 
respond as soon as you receive this email. We need to plan for 
the 2019 -2020 school year. We will be meeting with the 
principals in the next few weeks, and they will start asking us 
about the number of tutors who will be available in the new 
school year. 
 
Once we know how many are returning and how many are 
needed, we plan our recruiting strategy. 
  
Schools help in the Fall – Already we have received requests 
for help from several schools. They are Belleview, Belleview 
Santos, Beverly Shores, and Leesburg. These schools have a 
high number of Title One students who are struggling in 
reading, math, science, and creative writing. 
 
Recruiting neighbors and friends – You can help us to recruit 
new tutor applicants. You may have neighbors and friends who 
do not know about TfK. Talk with them and explain 
(enthusiastically) what you do and how needy many students 
are for the valuable help you give them. 
  
If your friends are parents or grandparents, they already know 
how children learn. The only difference is that many of our 
students have no one at home to help.  Remember this year we 
had over 500 tutors working with 2,600 children each week. 
There are a few thousand more children who could benefit from 
a tutor’s help. 
 
So if friends or neighbors are interested have them call our 

central phone number at 352-568-5843 or visit our web site at 

www.tutorsforkidsinc.org  
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Talking Books Program Update -  Thanks to the generous 
donation from Dr. Thi Tran, we are starting the fifth week of our 
“talking books pilot program” at Rimes Early Learning and 
Literacy Center in four kindergarten class. We are using a 
series of books called the Paw Patrol.  The children all know the 
‘pups’ in the Paw Patrol. The Paw Patrol is on TV almost every 
day. 
 
The set of books come with a little ‘pc’ tablet. The K student 
must know their colors and shapes. They find the Paw Patrol 
picture on the cover on the tablet. They press it and it brings 
them to the book. Each page in the book has a color and shape 
symbol which they must find and press on the tablet. Once 
pressed, the tablet reads the page as the student listens.  
 
We have purchased 20 sets of Paw Patrol talking books, each 
with eight books.  In mid-May, each participating student will 
receive his/her own set of books to listen to during the 
summer!!! 
 

 
If this pilot program is successful, we will look for additional 
funding so that we can expand it to other schools next year. 
 
Grant from United Way – Tutors for Kids attended the United 
Way Quarterly Collaborative meeting on April 18 at the North 
Lake Presbyterian Church. The discussion topic was about 
‘gaps in service to area nonprofits and how to plug those gaps 
in order to avoid client falling through and being forgotten.  After 
the formal meeting, checks were given out to those who have 
received grants for 2019. Again, Tutors for Kids received a very 
generous check for $3,750, our 2nd quarterly grant. . .   
 

 
 
Wawa – This gas and convenience store is   becoming a 
household name in our area.  They also have a foundation that 
supports their local communities.  Good news!!  Tutors for Kids 
received our first grant from Wawa – for $1,000. We were 
invited to a ‘pre grand opening’ celebration on Silver Star Blvd 
in Ocala. The festivities provided a very enthusiastic morning of 
refreshments and announcements – this is the start of a 
wonderful partnership between Wawa and Tutors for Kids!  
Congratulations to Wawa for their expansions!! 
 

 
Carolyn and Frank and the Wawa Mascot 

  
Testing our Students – The FSA testing is starting in another 
week or so – so be sure to know the status of your school 
during the next few weeks – will they be in “lock down” during 

the testing.  The entire school may be “quiet” during the testing 
times – even for those students not testing.  Be sure to find out!! 
 
An Article about the Testing -  Some educators are speaking 
out loudly about the amount of testing that students endure. 
One recent article from California which was published in a 
number of journals and summarized by the Washington Post 
started with the headline: 
 

‘If all of that testing had been improving us, we would 
have been the highest-achieving nation in the world.' 
Here’s what does work in school reform. 
 
To read the article hold down the cntl key and click on the link 
below: 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2019/03/04/if-
all-that-testing-had-been-improving-us-we-would-have-been-
highest-achieving-nation-world-heres-what-does-work-school-
reform/ 
 
College for All? – Is college for every student. We know as 

tutors that many of our students will not be able to attend 
college (even a community college) due to lack of money, 
educational credits, or motivation.  We also know that without 
some advanced education or training they will not be able to 
compete in the world of tomorrow. So what can the world of 
education do? College is for many but not all. So what should 
be done for the ‘not all’. Again here is another article for your 
consideration. 

 
The headline is:  Four common lies about higher education 
 
To read the article hold down the cntl key and click on the link 
below: 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2019/01/03/four
-common-lies-about-higher-education/ 
 
Donations – Tutors for Kids is honored to be recognized and 
rewarded with donations – since our last reporting, we have 
received:  $6,280 (from Amazon Smile, Stonecrest Coast to 
Coast Club, Takats Foundation, Northside Golf Club, a tutor, 
Wawa, Lockheed Martin’s employee matching fund, and United 
Way). 
 
REPEAT - Looking for Human Interest Stories – Please give 
us interesting and rewarding stories about your interaction with 
students – and their accomplishments.  Our funders appreciate 
knowing about your successes.  Perhaps your student(s) 
regularly do better on their weekly spelling – or they LOVE the 
book you gave them – they tell you a story about a book they 
read, etc., etc., etc.  Send your stories (and pictures if you can 
take them) to:  tutors@tutors4kids.org 
 
New Tutor Applications are Being Accepted – We are 

accepting applications from individuals who want to tutor for the 

2019 – 2020 school year. We will keep them on a list for the fall 

and will contact them in August to arrange their tutor training. 

So please continue to spread the word. You know that the need 

in the fall will be greater than it is now. So if you are interested 

our phone at 352-568-5843 or visit our web site at 

www.tutorsforkidsinc.org  
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Support our Supporters  

 

1776, the Musical - Our webmaster and database guru, Tim 
Casey, is staring in and directing 1776, the Musical. The story, 
based on the events surrounding the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, dramatizes the efforts of John Adams to 
persuade his colleagues to vote for American independence 
and to sign the document.  
 

 
 
June 18-19.  Tickets are now on sale. 

 

The Villages Pops Chorus – Upcoming concerts (all at North 

Lake Presbyterian Church): 

 

July 29 – 3:00 and 6:00 – “Love My Music” 

October 22 – 6:00 – “Give a Hoot 6”  

December 2 – 3:00 and 6:00 – “That’s What Christmas Means 

to Me” 

 
REPEAT - HELP WANTED - Do you have organizational 

skills but may not want to tutor?  Our organization has over 

500 volunteers in 13 schools, and “it takes a village” to keep 

things running smoothly and efficiently “behind the scenes.”  So, 

each month we show a list of people needed to help Tutors for 

Kids maintain its strong presence in the schools.  We will train 

and support you.  

Again, we ask you to think about your skills, dedication, and 

time – these are critical roles in our organization!!   If you can 

help in one of the following positions, email to: 

tutors@tutors4kids.org   

 

1. Board of Directors – We need for four individuals to join our 

Board. Our Board meets four times per year for a two-hour 

session. Our whole organization is all volunteer. Each Board 

member is responsible for overseeing one of the sub-

committees of the Board.  

2. School Tutor Coordinators (STCs) are needed at:  Belleview 

Santos Elementary; Beverly Shores Elementary; Wildwood 

Middle School, Wildwood Elementary (grades 4-5). You will 

work with the tutors at the school. 

3. School Book Coordinator (SBC) is needed at Belleview 

Santos.  One person will order books and others are needed 

to help in the book room. 

4. Email Support for our main email address - We receive about 

15 emails a day and need someone who will manage these 

messages, including:  responding to emails, and forwarding 

emails to the appropriate people.  

5. Write and Send Our Monthly Newsletter - Two or three 

volunteers to develop, write, and send our monthly 

newsletter. Our newsletter is emailed to over 1,200 tutors, 

friends, and organizations.    

 

Amazon Smile – Does Smile help?  Yes, yes, yes.  Recently, 

we learned that, since we started, Amazon has donated $588 to 

Tutors for Kids.  So, yes, yes, yes.  It helps!!  

 

When you shop using the link below you will be taken to 

Amazon by way of Tutors for Kids. You do not pay any more but 

we do get a small donation for everything you purchase. Thank 

you and keep shopping! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4815598 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

352-568-5843 

Web:  www.tutorsforkidsinc.org 

Email:  tutors@tutors4kids.org 

 

2019 Book Grant for Lake and Sumter Counties from: 

 

 
******** 

2018 and 2019 Book Grants for Tutors for Kids from: 
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